Significantly
beautiful and
eye catching

When the New Zealand Gardens Trust listed
Puketarata as a garden of national significance,
Jennifer Horner, former science teacher, amateur
geologist and hobby gardener felt relieved. Not
because she sought praise, but because she finally

had expert confirmation she was on the right path.

Jill Wild explains.

hillside next to the ancient

Puketarata Pa in Taranaki is the
vision of two amateur gardeners who
have worked their magic over decades.
There has never been a planting plan for
Jennifer and Ken Horner, it's evolved
from pastoral land that had a few trees,
fences and stock.

“I've always loved gardening,”
explains Jennifer. “There are
generations of gardeners on my father's
side of the family so you could say
gardening is in the genes. When we
built the house here in 1983 we had
ideas about what we wanted in the
surrounds, a big lawn and an orchard
and beyond that it’s progressed
naturally.”

Today the garden is open by
appointment throughout the year and
for 10 consecutive days in November as
a part of the Powerco Taranaki Garden
Spectacular. The Horners are happy to
share the garden, keen to encourage
others and always happy to enjoy
garden chatter. When Puketarata was
judged a garden of national significance
eight years ago, the Horners felt
honoured.

“I have an emphasis on natives but |
like the garden to have all-year-round
interest and colour. When we first
arrived we fenced off the gully because
it was very steep and just poked plants
in every now and then. That area now
has a QE Il covenant, it's walking tracks
feature many mature natives, cherry
trees, rhododendrons, magnolias and
various other deciduous trees. From the
house we look down on it so we can
enjoy the autumnal colour and different
greens of the natives.”

THE HORNER family garden on a

It's that wish to grow a garden that
can be easily enjoyed from the house
that has determined the siting of
plants.

“When | have a new shrub | position
itwhere | think it ought to go, | see
what it looks like from inside and
imagine what it will grow into.”

The garden is one of a number of
Jennifer’s daily tasks with intermittent
assistance from hired help and husband
Ken, when free from his legal practice.
What started as a plot of colour and
texture has expanded. As trees grow
and shade shrubs they are moved to
more suitable and sunnier sites and so
the garden evolves.

“It's hard to say how big it is, we
really don‘t know, maybe two acres,
but we are not looking to make it any
bigger, there’s enough todo as it is, it
takes quite a lot of upkeep and care.”

From the start, Ken made a rule that
no tree could be planted closer than 10
metres to the house, and Jennifer
confides that has paid off. When she
looks at how big trees grow and how
extensive the reach of branches are, she
says the 10-metre rule that at one time
seemed a big distance from the house
is now close.

“The big trees have a reach and root
system that is much larger than is
anticipated. We are always pruning and
raising the canopy of trees but we do
have good growth here.”

The garden includes a variety of
rhododendrons and formal hedging
has been created from michelia,
corokias, box, miro, totara and Chilean
guava.

CONTINUES NEXT PAGE

The parterre garden where Jennifer got tough on the hedging and is now delighted with the
result.

A scarlet rhododendron blooms robustly against a paddock of sheep behind.
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